
Coffee with SudarShan

the reading Lounge

PULSE
Issue 12   |   Mar 2016

editor’S noteS

bLog Corner

traVeLogue

gaVS uPdateS

03

06

14

04

17

22



2

P u l s e  |  M a r c h  2 0 1 6

By Rajesh Krishnan



3

P u l s e  |  M a r c h  2 0 1 6

We came up this ubiquitous theme ‘black and 
white’ during a firmly planted tongue-in-cheek 
session when we were deciding on the next 
edition’s theme.  It was Dharini’s idea to go ‘black 
and white’, and Jayati sprang up with her usual joie 
de vivre saying ‘let’s do it!’, and bingo, we all knew 
we had our theme that’s going to talk, write and 
print black and white 0

Our blogs have Abhinav stressing on the common 
misconception that Agile methodologies and 
business architecture use conflicting approaches 
when in fact they are very complimentary!  Devi 
convinces you how SaaS saves time on support 
and maintenance to help organizations focus on 
core business, and Saneesh talks about the IoT 
- IoT product services suppliers are to generate 
incremental revenue exceeding $300 billion by 
2020, says Gartner. Yes, life would get easier with 
more and more integration of the physical world into 
computer based systems…Jayati takes us through 
the nuances of effective emailing, something we all 
need to be conscious about. We don’t want a ‘don’t 
type at me in that tone of voice!’ situation do we?  
It is said an email can ‘make or break a potential 
opportunity for you’, so we must all be careful to 
‘send’ and ‘respond’ wisely…

Jayati’s ‘coffee with Sudarshan’ has her writing - he 
is a ‘well balanced, grounded, chilled out Gavsian 
who takes life in its best stride’, true, Sudarshan is 
a go-getter, and in his own words ‘works well under 
pressure.’

We have Ahila talking to Dharini in our ‘5 Qs’, and 
says ‘Only those willing to walk through the dark 
night will be able to see the beauty of the moon 
and brilliance…’ when quizzed on our theme 
‘black and white’.

And this time, we have our head-honcho Sumit 
reminiscing about Kolkata in our ‘Travelogue’.  
“If only we could get the New York hipsters 
to discover the sari and draw them into our 
handlooms..” he writes, and we agree, it takes 
an endless amount of history to make even a little 
tradition, and the sari dates back to the Indus Valley 
civilization which flourished during 2800–1800 BC!

Read on, we hope you like this ‘black and white’ 
edition.  Metaphorically, if we were given choices in 
black or white, wouldn’t most of us choose white? 
But that’s just life - sometimes we stumble into the 
space that we believed ‘will not happen to me’. Life 
sometimes has this funny trick of proving us wrong, 
though we do come closer to deciphering who we 
are, and of course the journey to who we want to 
be, and then go on to perhaps becoming subjects 
to the incisive analyses of who we were by social 
politics 0 Lessons from dear life…

By Bindu Vijayan

editor’s Notes

BLACK ANd WHite!

Let’s go invent 
tomorrow instead 
of worrying about 
what happened 

yesterday. Steve Jobs
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Scaling heights, moving forward... It was a 
milestone for GAVS when GAVS India moved to 
the current location, and now we have a great 
video of our facility! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_32edBFZvjY

GAVs FACiLitY Video

GAVs UpdAtes 

Chargers - the sports club of GAVS is getting 
ready to participate in the “Corporate Champion 
League V1.0”. This is the first time GAVS will 
participate in this competition.

GAVs – CHArGers

GAVS was a Silver Sponsor at NASSCOM India 
Leadership Forum (NILF) 2016, hosted by 
NASSCOM between Feb 10 and 12, 2016 at Hotel 
Grand Hyatt, Mumbai. 

NILF is a congregation of global thoughtleaders 
and influencers to deliberate and exchange ideas. 
This year’s event was based on the theme “The 
Smart Enterprise – Transformative to Disruptive”. 
NILF 2016 showcased discussions and various 
knowledge sharing sessions. 

Our client, Uday Madasu, CIO, The Jewish Board 
was part of the ‘Executive Conversation’ session 
on Feb 11, and shared his experiences on “Big is 
not necessarily better: Transformational sourcing 
for mid-market customers.” Speaking about the 
engagement with GAVS, he said, “In the era of 
outsourcing where the focus is on cost optimization, 
we are glad to partner with GAVS Technologies as 
our trusted IT managed services vendor that helps 
us leverage technology to deliver higher quality of 
care and help our clients lead better lives. I call 
that outsourcing with a heart.”

GAVs - siLVer spoNsor At NAssCoM



5

P u l s e  |  M a r c h  2 0 1 6

GAVs UpdAtes 

Wish cards given by children from orphanages 
had GAVSians shopping for them.  The children 
had their remote cars, carom boards, red boots, 
and other favorites, and GAVSians smiled in the 
‘joy of giving’. 

Our new offering on Desktop Virtualization has 
been named as “zDesk”. 

zDesk is a Desktop Virtualization platform for our 
DaaS (Desktop as a Service) offering. Built using 
‘Openstack’, a cloud orchestration platform, zDesk 
helps in pooling all the available computing, 
storage and networking resources, and provide 
virtual instances of desktop or server (Windows 

or Linux OS) quickly and efficiently. zDesk will 
be an equivalent of Citrix or VMware in terms of 
virtualization functionalities.

zDesk is our first and important step towards 
building our own “Software Defined Infrastructure”, 
as part of our strategy towards the Zero Incident 
Framework (ZIF).

JoY oF GiViNG

diABetiC CAMp

zdesk

 

By Rakhi Babu

Apollo Sugar conducted a special 
diabetic camp for GAVS employees on 
February 4th and 5th.

Following were the highlights of this 
camp

Diabetic Screening through One 
Touch and understanding specific 
complaints

Detailed Diet counselling

Exclusive Free screening/
counselling voucher for dependents 

Exclusive 20% discount for GAVS 
employees  on Sugar Treatment 
packages at Apollo Sugar Clinic

GAVS – Apollo PRIVELEGE CARD” 
to the employees, to avail discount 
on outpatient treatment at Apollo 
Sugar Clinic
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BLoG CorNer

Have you ever thought that your smart phones 
receives an alert from your fridge whenever the 
fridge is running low on milk and it will be even 
ordered automatically. Yes it is possible now and 
this concept of device conversation is known as 
the Internet of Things (IoT). 

While phones and tablets are mobile, they are 
essentially still “just” personal computers that 
happen to fit in your pocket. The Internet of Things 
covers all of those other things connected to the 
Internet, like your thermostat, automobile, or 
washing machine. All of these tools existed before 
the Internet; so we are simply adding the Internet 
to old things. The smart watch is a great example 
of an IoT device; people are using them to track not 
only the length of the run, but also their heartbeat 
and vitals during the run. The watch uses GPS and 
a wireless connection to upload the data to the 
Internet, providing graphs and raw data for later 
analysis.

The IoT is quickly becoming something the world 
relies on to drive, report, and optimize performance 
from the timing of your run, to the gas mileage of 
your car.

The Internet of Things installed base will grow to 26 
billion units by 2020,” says Gartner.1 “IoT product 
and service suppliers will generate incremental 
revenue exceeding $300 billion, mostly in services, 
in 2020. It will result in $1.9 trillion in global economic 
value-add through sales into diverse end markets.

IoT’s KEY COMPONENTS

We define it as a network of physical objects that 
contain sensors or embedded technologies to 
interact with the internal or external environment 
and to take intelligent decisions. Core components 
of IoT include three different components

Things

Communication 

Computing

Things: Things are the real-world objects or 
devices that include the sensors and embedded 
software required to communicate with the external 
environment.

Communication: Communication is the core 
networking component that helps the thing 
communicate with another thing or the external 
environment. Typically, communication protocol is 
based on the type of network such as the WAN, 
LAN. The network is 4G in the case of WAN; WiFi 
or Wifi Direct in the case of LAN.

Computing: Computing is often done on a mobile 
device, desktop or server, based on the amount 
of data that needs to be processed and analyzed. 
Computing occurs at two levels: one, to make 
intelligent decisions within the system, and the 
other to form the vital link for business to perform 
big data analysis for understanding IoT user 
behavior.

IoT’s QA COMPLEXITY

A comprehensive QA strategy is required to 
cover the depth and breadth of IoT testing. The 
strategy must include the types of testing, test lab 
setup, testing tools and simulators that should be 
deployed. 

testiNG tHe iNterNet oF tHiNGs (iot)
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BLoG CorNer
QA organizations can split IoT test areas into two 
layers, as described below:

The device interaction layer: This layer is where 
the software and the hardware components of a 
real-time IoT environment interact. One typical 
example is a Bluetooth device transmitting real-
time data to a mobile device app. 

The following are the broad types of other required 
elements, in addition to typical software testing

Conformance with standards 

Interoperability 

Security 

The user interaction layer: This layer is the 
touchpoint between the thing and the user. The 
success of the overall system depends on the 
user receiving a seamless experience. Key testing 
areas in this layer include

Network capability and device level tests: 

Usability and user experience 

The IoT services and back-end IoT environment 

IoT TESTING AREAS

The below picture depicts in which areas of IoT we 
need to perform testing.

IoT TESTING TYPES

A simple IoT ecosystem borrows several software 
testing approaches from regular QA practice to 
validate IoT applications. It is important to focus on 

all three core components of the IoT system to treat 
functional and connectivity testing. 

The following types of testing must also be 
performed across the IoT ecosystem 

Performance testing that covers the rapidity 
of the communication network model, as well 
as the internal computation capabilities of the 
embedded software system 

Security testing that covers privacy, autonomy 
and spying 

Compatibility testing with the possible 
combination of device version, protocol version, 
mobile devices and mobile OS version 

Exploratory testing to test from the user’s 
perspective and beyond predefined test 
procedures 

Usability testing the ability to almost instantly 
recognize functionality and how to use it is 
crucial for consumer products. We have to test 
how user friendly the IoT interface is

It’s time for QA organizations to empower their 
companies/clients with reliable IoT products and 
services that make good on the promise of smart, 
connected devices that elevate everything from 
personal wellness/hygiene and driving, through 
manufacturing, logistics “management” and 
air travel. With ever-greater blending of IoT into 
business and IT, it is necessary for the QA teams 
to upskill beyond traditional functional testing 
and gear up for integrated testing of embedded 
software, IT solutions and big data - and to 
understand their influence on one another.

By 
Saneesh Sadanandhan
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SaaS OVERVIEW

Software as a Service (SaaS) is a model which 
delivers business applications as a service. SaaS 
is a software delivery model where the software 
vendor hosts the software and its associated 
data. 

These SaaS environments are usually hosted in 
a cloud by the respective SaaS service provider.

In SaaS, the user does not pay for the software 
itself. Instead, it works like a rental. They have 
the authorization to use it for a period of time and 
pay for the software that they are using.

SaaS vs. TRADITIONAL APPROACH

BENEFITS OF SaaS

Reduced time to benefit
Different from the traditional model, in SaaS the 
software (application) is already installed and 
configured.

Lower costs

Since it usually resides in a shared or multitenant 
environment where the hardware and software 
license costs are low compared with the traditional 

model. Maintenance costs are reduced as well, 
since the SaaS provider owns the environment and 
it is split among all customers that use that solution.

Scalability and integration

SaaS solutions reside in cloud environments that 
are scalable and have integration with other SaaS 
offerings. Comparing with the traditional model, 
users do not have to buy another server or software. 
They only need to enable a new SaaS offering and, 
in terms of server capacity planning, the SaaS 
provider will own that.

New releases (upgrades)

SaaS providers upgrade the solution and it 
becomes available for their customers. Costs and 
effort associated with upgrades and new releases 
are lower than the traditional model.

CHALLENGES

Data Security and Privacy

Frequent live upgrades that need to be tested 
with minimum or zero downtime

Interface compatibility

Rapid updates have to be done to keep up with 
customer demands and each change can lead 
to a serious bug

SaaS Testing Overview:
(Cloud/SaaS Testing = Testing the SaaS + Testing 
SaaS using Cloud)

Testing methods and tools:
SaaS Testing involves Functional Testing and Non-
Functional testing like security testing, performance 
testing, network, “testing” and Infrastructure 
testing. Some of the Cloud-based test tools are 
Gomez, pushToTest, SOASTA, uTest, etc.

BLoG CorNer

soFtWAre As A serViCe (saas)
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Conclusion:
SaaS saves times on support, “maintenance” 
and upgrade.

Saas-based applications help organizations 
focus on their core business, rather than non-
core areas like IT application development, 
heavy infrastructure, etc. 

The expectations of clients subscribing to SaaS 
application are high since they are perceived 
as complete products ready for consumption, 
“Therefore” a comprehensive testing effort 
is required so that organizations can reap all 
the benefits of SaaS such as higher system 
availability, greater reliability, higher flexibility,  
“scalability” and enhanced levels of security. 

BLoG CorNer

By  Devi Niranjani
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Many people have the misconception that Agile 
methodologies and business architecture are two 
conflicting approaches for delivering software 
initiatives.

In reality, they are very complimentary. Agile 
methodologies are used to execute projects at 
a much higher pace. Business architecture is to 
assure we are not forgetting anything important 
and looks at all impacts of a project. An Agile 
project can be executed with lower risk and 
higher success chances if it is bulletproofed using 
business architecture at the same time. 

AGILE METHODOLOGIES
The Agile Manifesto, explains the philosophy 
behind the various Agile methodologies used in IT 
departments to develop relevant software rapidly.

Agile methodologies focus more on the following

Individuals and interactions rather than on 
processes and tools

Working software rather than on comprehensive 
documentation 

Customer collaboration rather than on contract 
negotiation

Responding to change rather than on following 
a plan

Agile methodologies can involve the use of various 
methods. One of these methods is called the Scrum 
Software Development Method with roles, workflow, 
artifacts, and sprint backlog among others. 

A typical Scrum lightweight project management 
process looks as

Before executing any Agile methodology, making a 
requirement breakdown is preferable. Unelaborated 
stories need to be estimated and roughly drafted. 
Serious ones should then be regrouped by high-
level requirements, which are enumerated and 
ranked usually based on business strategies and 
tactics – where business architecture can play an 
important role.

Agile methodologies are not an excuse to 
stop producing documentation. Agile is not an 
opportunity to 
eliminate planning. 
Neither is Agile 
open season 
for uncontrolled 
changes or 
continuous growth 
in a project’s scope. Finally, Agile methodologies 
are not about blindly following a set of “best” 
practices that can be changed from project to 
project. In brief, Agile is not a reason for not building 
and maintaining your business architecture from 
one initiative to another. If, while practicing Agile 
methods, you don’t know the overall destination 
and communicate it “clearly”, then are you just 
making things up as you go along, potentially 
creating a fragmented mess. Hence the necessity 
of Business Architecture!

BUSINESS ARCHITECTURE
Business Architecture is all about building capability, 
value, organization, stakeholder, information, 
asset, product, strategy and initiative “maps”, 
and describing the relationships between them 
that are specific to your business. Once in place, 
Agile experts can use the business architecture 
model to link their requirements and processes to 
capabilities and values among others to enable full 
impact analysis to lower risk and make sure that 
there are no surprises while delivering a project/
initiative/program.

AGiLe MetHodoLoGies ANd BUsiNess ArCHiteCtUre

BLoG CorNer
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According to The Open Group, Business 
Architecture is part of Enterprise Architecture 
as one of four architecture domains that 
constitute Enterprise Architecture. Yet, Business 
Architecture does not need to be as complicated 
as Enterprise Architecture tools often suggest 

These tools use traditional stages of design, build 
and implementation. Project management best 
practices work well with this approach, and it is 
highly comfortable. However, this approach is 
lengthy, “costly” and to cap it  “all” by the time you 
get to implementation the world has moved on. 
You potentially end up having the wrong solution 
because your speed to change is so poor. It is, 
therefore, understandable that Agile purist cannot 
warm up to the heavy Enterprise Architecture 
approach.

Business Architecture, in contrast, is much lighter 
than Enterprise Architecture. Getting setup for the 
first initiative(s) may take between 2 and 6 months by 
importing existing data from other systems already 
in place in an organization, by building the first 
levels of capabilities, organizations, “information” 
and relevant value streams maps and by finally 
describing relationships between components/
elements of your business architecture model 
that reflect your company’s reality. Once in place, 
updated at regular intervals and if made available 
to the IT community and key stakeholders, your 
business architecture model will have positive and 
rapid effects for each additional initiative helping 
business analysts build well-defined user stories 
and requirements for which Agile methodologies 
can be used for better and quicker execution.

BLENDING AGILE     
METHODOLOGIES AND 
BUSINESS ARCHITECTURE
As explained at much greater length in this article 
entitled “Align your Requirements to Corporate 
Strategies Using Business Architecture,” Agile 
experts should build their user stories to make 
sure that all possible impacts are known and 
taken into account before delivering an initiative. 
This technique enables to trace the requirement 
logic from its basic components, like capabilities, 
stakeholders, value, information and process. This 
way, the focus is placed on the strategy and origin 
of the requirements via business architecture, not 
simply back to a project artifact.

By knowing the business and having taken the 
time to articulate its value streams and capability 
maps, you can now have immediate and reusable 
impacts in the following:

Requirements/grooming: what areas must we 
understand for development or process changes

Prioritization: what is important, what capabilities 
may not yet be in place

Scrum/release planning: better understanding 
of dependencies and groups of stories/
requirement(s) that make up a capability

Like it or not, Agile Methodologies will gain in its 
outcome if they blend in their process the use of a 
regularly updated business architecture model that 
is made easily available to the IT department of an 
organization.

Reference: http://www.omg.org, http://c.ymcdn.com

BLoG CorNer

By Abhinav
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Till now we have covered some ground in Effective 
Communication and have shared why thinking 
before speaking and active listening are so 
important. 

As I said earlier, Communication is one of the most 
sought after and vital skill expected in any profile 
and even when we are good at it, there’s always 
some sub-skill, some niche tool, some technique, 
etc., to add to your toolkit.

Communicating completely is one thing,“but” for 
it to be truly,  “effective” it should be represented 
in such ways in which it makes the same logical 
map in our audience’s mind. If business ideas, 
vital information are thrown into paragraphs of 
expression, the reader would lose interest. 

We all write and receive emails in our work day. Let’s 
start on our coverage of written communication 
with Efficient Email Writing.

USE EMAIL FOR CORRECT PURPOSE
Just Imagine you want to explain your team a 
technical concept and get them up to speed with 
it. What would you do to achieve this?

Would you prepare a presentation and send out a 
meeting request to your team? Or

Would you explain in email with all details and 
examples and then respond to multiple queries, 
doubts by, “examples” multiple people?

Consider another scenario: you want to have an 
informal discussion with your Test Lead. Would you 
send out an email? A meeting request? Or just ping 
him over messenger requesting him/her to have a 
discussion or even simply, pick up the, “phone” 
and make a request to meet up ?

Use Email to share limited, specific information 
to keep everyone informed, not for everything. 
Don’t misuse this mode of communication 
because then it would not give the results you 
are expecting. Knowing when to use which 
Communication Channel would get your 
audience the message clearly in black and white.

CHOSE RECIPIENTS SENSIBLY
When we send out an, “email” we should ensure it 
goes out to all intended recipient and also ensure 
it doesn’t to unintended ones. People often take 
care of the first but don’t bother about the second. 

Just remember when you had to read 
a lengthy mail only to realize it’s not 
intended for, “you” It’s so annoying to 
see your mailbox being junked with 
unintended emails. People are usually 
careful with emails containing sensitive,  
“information” but are not sensible when 
it comes to choosing their recipients 
otherwise. It is equally important we 
respect and value our recipient’s time 
and efforts.

BLoG CorNer

eFFeCtiVe CoMMUNiCAtioN – MAKe YoUr eMAiLs eFFeCtiVe
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USE THE SUBJECT LINE SMARTLY 
The importance, purpose or objective of the email 
should be concisely written in the subject line of 
the email. It should consist of those keywords that 
forms the crux of the matter you want to share in 
detail in your email.

Never leave the subject line blank. It’s extremely 
unprofessional and the perfect recipe for making 
your email of the least priority for the recipient. 
If your subject line is vague or even worse, if it’s 
blank you have missed your opportunity to inform 
or persuade your reader.

ALWAYS ADDRESS WITH A GREETING
The email represents you to your recipient .Always 
start with a ‘Hi ‘or a ‘Hello’ or ‘Dear ‘ depending 
on the level of formality required. Since email is 
a formal mode of, “communication” don’t be too 
casual about it. People often think that emails can 
be less, “formal” but the messages you send are 
a reflection of your own values, and attention to 
detail, so a certain level of formality is expected.

KEEP THE CONTENT TO THE POINT 
An email is a formal communication channel 
and should be used to share basic high-level 
information. The more specific, “concise” and to 
the point it is better. The purpose, and dates, main 
message should get covered right at the beginning 
of an email. If there are any additional points they 
should follow later.

Email is different from texting where information 
is shared back and forth. Try to minimize any 
expected follow-up questions by giving out the 
all that’s required to be shared the very first time  
but balance it with relevance. People are more 
likely to read short, concise emails than long, 
rambling ones!

DON’T ASSUME PRIVACY 
Even if you are on good terms with someone, 
avoid informal language, slang, jargons, and 
inappropriate abbreviations. Emoticons can be 
useful for clarifying your intent, but it’s best to use 
them only with people you know well.

Recipients may decide to print emails and share 
them with others, so don’t assume privacy.

ALWAYS PROOFREAD
Before you click the “Send” in-built proofread. 
Check your grammar. Spell-checks are in-built in 
most professional mailing systems. Take care to 
remove these. Re-read to see if your email has 
got all you wanted to convey the recipient, nothing 
more or less.

These are just the basics depending on the subject 
and objective of your email. There can be many 
more things that we can do to make it more, 
“efficient” like attaching a relevant document. At 
the same, “time” avoid sending huge attachment 
through mails. There are many other modes to 
share big documents. Use your sensibility and if 
in any, “doubt” take some pain to look up - be it a 
colleague or the Google, the world is full of good, 
“advice” but we need to decide which ones to take.

BLoG CorNer

By  Jayati
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Sudarshan is a Sales Manager based out from 
Oman and has been part of GAVS since 2 years 
now. He has worked extensively in Banking vertical 
but also takes care of Oil and Petroleum domain 
in GAVS. Read on to discover this well balanced, 
grounded, chilled out Gavsian who takes life in its 
best stride.

Sudarshan lives in Oman with his wife Vidhya and 
his daughter Kavya. A loving father and husband, 
Sudarshan likes spending quality time with his 
family. He enjoys making cartoons for his daughter 
and finds himself blessed to have Vidhya as his 
wife as they both are extroverts and have so much 
in common.

Sudarshan was born in Srirangam near Trichy, Tamil 
Nadu. His father worked in NTPC and that took him 
to various parts of the country. He spent around 10 
years in Delhi, sometime in Murshidabad, a town 
in West Bengal, Ramagundam, Andhra Pradesh 
and Baroda, Gujrat. That is quite a coverage of 
our country. When asked if he found it interesting 
to grow up in so many places, he says, “yes” but 
it comes with its shortcoming of not having long 
childhood friendships where you grow up with your 
friends in one place although he has a close group 
of friends. He remembers himself as a naughty child 
and was found missing twice, once by accident 
and once deliberately. The first time around he had 
gone shopping with his parents and thought that 
they had gone away with him getting left behind, 
and so started wandering and searching for them, 

and finally settled down in a ground under a tree 
happily enjoying a cricket match! The children 
there inquired about him and all he knew and could 
tell about was his school. They helped him reach 
there and then traced him back to his home from 
there. Unbelievable, I suddenly don’t find my kids 
too troublesome! The second time around he was 
just hiding when they went to a temple as a prank 
and expected to be searched and found in the 
spirit of hide and seek! He has a younger sister 
who is 8 years younger than him and claims his 
parents found it a cakewalk to bring her up after 
him!! It seems they would proudly to go school 
with, “her” while with him they would be scared 
what complaints would await them. It’s all part of 
growing up Sudarshan, who would look at you 
today and say you were lost twice as a kid.

His most cherished moment is when his daughter 
was born. He also remembers fondly how he met his 
wife and that how they discovered they have met a 
few times before. She used to be a biochemist and 

excelled in her field before giving it all up to join him 
in Oman. Sudarshan proudly says that she worked 
in PIGMER, Chandigarh where she would give lab 
classes to the doctors there. They both have a lot in 
common. She is also a South Indian who grew up in 
Chandigarh while he has spent a long time in Delhi. 
Vidhya is an excellent cook and makes awesome 
North Indian dishes especially Veg biryani. She is 
also into writing poems and enjoys writing about 

CoFFee WitH sUdArsHAN MUrtHY

Sudarshan is a Sales Manager based out from 
Oman and has been part of GAVS since 2 years 
now. He has worked extensively in Banking 
vertical but also takes care of Oil and Petroleum 
domain in GAVS. Read on to discover this well 
balanced, grounded, chilled out Gavsian who 
takes life in its best stride.
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human emotions and relationships. A romantic at 
heart, Sudarshan enjoys singing. He sang ‘Mere 
Rang me’ song from the movie ‘Mene Pyar Kiya’ for 
his wife on their wedding. The other song which he 
is really fond of humming is ‘Papa kehte hai bada 
naam karega’.

When asked If 
God gave him 
a boon, what 
would he wish, 
he replied he is 
thankful for what 
he has, which 
many don’t. He 
would wish to 

make the earth healthier, peaceful, “joyful” and 
safer to live for the next generation.

He also likes traveling a lot and is into nature 
photography as well. He owns a NikonD60. He 
finds peace in the mountains - that’s a true nature 
lover. He has been to the highest mountain in 
Oman, Jabal Shams also called the sun mountain. 
It is his dream to go and see Kailash Parvat 
someday and he would like to go there alone. To 
experience reaching heights and looking down 
from there, where calmness surrounds you, could 
be quite a life changing experience he explains. He 
likes capturing nature as a photographer. His wife 
often complains that he doesn’t take enough family 
pictures and that they would miss on the memories 
of the past days since he doesn’t enjoy portraits 
and selfies, groupies, etc. that much. Crimson Tide 
is his favorite movie and he claims it helps him to 
be more focused. 

His greatest strength is he works well under 
pressure. He believes pressurizing situations get 
the best out of people. He also believes in being 
thorough and learn the nitty gritties of things when 
once he is into something rather than leave them at 
superficial level. Sudarshan is extremely organized 
which helps him take quick decisions. When asked 
about his weakness, Sudarshan explains the  

presumptions we sometimes make, be it about a 
situation or people is not as is and we only realize 
later that in real, things are different .He would like 
to get rid of all those assumptions and see things 
just exactly as they are, nothing less nothing more.

Blessed are those who know their flaws cause only 
then can it be worked on! Every coin has two sides 
and life is sometimes black and sometimes white. 
As this month’s theme goes, our lives consist of 
both day and night, sunshine and blight!

Sudarshan feels people should stop worrying 
and live more. Worrying has not got you anything 
anywhere. He says he has no one role model, but is 
inspired by everyday people and their lives inspire 
him. He gave an example of his neighbor who had 
undergone the pain of losing their child in their arm 
and had picked up life from there and moved on. 
He is inspired by such bravery of everyday people 
and feel life itself teaches you lessons.

He is passionate about his work. He inspires 
himself by buying or telling himself that he would 
buy the latest car.

He finds GAVS a very people oriented organization 
where leaders treat everyone well .This motivates 
employees to give their best to the job and go the 
extra mile. He feels the environment and culture of 
any company is very important and he relates to 
GAVS.

His message to fellow Gavsians is “Life is what you 
make of it. Enjoy every moment and don’t waste it 
worrying.”

CoFFee WitH sUdArsHAN MUrtHY

By  Jayati
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FiVe QUestioNs WitH AHiLsNeKA priYA 

Ahila is from Ooty. She is a B.Tech Graduate from 
Anna University. She resides in Chennai with her 
family. Her father is a Field Consultant and her 
mother is a Teacher. She has a brother and a sister. 
She aspires to be a self-motivating person, to be 
a good learner as well as teach others. She is 
passionate about Dancing and Reading.  Let’s now 
proceed to know more about her and her replies to 
our questions.

1. What comes to your mind about “black and 
white”?

Dark night and full moon 
comes to my mind when I 
think about black and white. 
“Only those willing to walk 
through the dark night will 
be able to see the beauty 
of the moon and brilliance 
of the stars”. As said, I 
feel white resembles positivity and black color 
resembles protection and comfort.

2. How do you manage ups and downs in life? 

All the ups and downs 
make it worth living. I am 
surrounded with good 
people, who encourage 
and love me, would help me 
face everything with a sweet 
smile.

3. What is the most favorite place you want to 
visit and what would you like to do there? 

I think the place I would like 
to visit most is “Mussoorie” 
in Dehradun. It’s a place I’ve 
always been fascinated with, 
and would love to visit. I am 
excited about Paragliding, 
Trekking, Snow Adventure 
Zone, and Trout Fishing.

4. Being a Dancer - how do you relate dance 
with life? 

Dance is a way 
of expressing 
yourself. 
Dance is a 
language that 
everyone can 
understand. 
You can 
express 
feelings in a 
performance which 
words cannot do. It’s a way of 
expression and every dance performance 
tells us a story. Whether it’s classical, ballet, jazz, 
tap, or, hip-hop if you observe, we would realize 
that the dancer has something to say. -0 -0

5. How has someone inspired 

you? Any story behind it?

From my school, “days” my role 
model is Kalpana Chawla.Her 
courage has inspired me, and 
has helped me face the world 

bravely. Professionally, I inspire from our Vice 
President, Srinivasan Sundararajan, to learn and 
grow with current technology. He gives me a high 
degree of latitude to get on with my job while always 
being there to help me in any unusual or difficult 
situations - to lend me the benefit of his experience. 
He appreciates the work I do, this obviously helps 
to motivate me and strive to achieve my very best.

Message to GAVSians...

“ Life gives back what you have to give it. Live  
   with joy and enthusiasm ”

By  Dharini
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Hello All… Welcome to the Reading Lounge once 
again… 

Hope you have all enjoyed the first month of the year 
with vigor and fun. In this month of love, February, the 
Reading Lounge is going to be full of romantic blooms 
and glooms. I am going to discuss two timeless 
romance classics that have stolen hearts and have 
made eyes misty with their lovely characters, unique 
narration and a happily ever after. 

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE, JANE AUSTIN

I read the book when I was in high school. By Jane 
Austin. At that time, It just felt like long English prose 
with a hero and an irritable heroine (I felt so at that 
time) with a barely there romance between them. But, 
I re-read the book a few years back, and I could see 
how much I have missed in this delightful literature. 
Some books are like diamond mines, every time you 
read you end up finding a brand new gem. Pride and 
Prejudice is one of them

“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a 
single man in possession of a good fortune 

must be in want of a wife.”

Thus starts Pride & Prejudice, Jane Austen’s witty 
comedy of manners first published in the year 
1813. The novel follows Elizabeth Bennet, second 
daughter of the Bennet family through her dealings 
with issues of manners, upbringing, morality, 
education, and marriage in the society of the landed 
gentry of the British Regency. The novel’s main plot 
features splendidly the civilized sparring between 
the proud status-conscious Mr. Darcy and the 
prejudiced Elizabeth Bennet as they play out their 
spirited courtship in a series of eighteenth-century 
drawing-room intrigues. The book is regarded as 
a literary treasure by scholars due to its simple yet 
unique style of narration. Austen invites the reader 
to follow events from Elizabeth’s viewpoint, sharing 
her prejudices and misapprehensions. The learning 
curve, though undergone by both protagonists, is 
disclosed to the readers solely through Elizabeth’s 
point of view. 

The book does not have perfect protagonists, but 
rather obstinate and thought saddled characters. 
But the actual growth of maturity in the male and 
female protagonists and their ultimate breakdown 
of proud and prejudiced thoughts & viewpoints and 
the compassionate human beings they become 
as a result of it – these combined factors have 
enthralled and retained even modern readers still 
today.

DADDY LONG-LEGS BY JANE-WEBSTER

Can a bunch of letters you send to someone whom 
you have never seen, may be whom you will never 
see, do not know his name, and who will never 
answer – be interesting, intriguing, full of joy and 
gay? Can we recount our day to day activities in 
an exuberant way that makes us look into each 
day with a new and fresh outlook? If you feel it is 
impossible or if you feel that it will be so boring, 
then you should read this book by Jane Webster.

tHe reAdiNG LoUNGe
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Jerusha Abbott (‘Judy’) has grown up in the John 

Grier Home for orphans. As the oldest, she is in 

charge of the younger children. An anonymous 

benefactor on the Board, “Mr. Smith,” decides 

to send her to college, as long as she writes to 

him faithfully detailing her education. Originally 

published in 1912, Jean Webster’s coming-of-age 

tale continues to be relevant to young women today. 

Judy catches a glimpse of the shadow of her 

benefactor from the back, and knows he is a tall 

long-legged man, because of which, she jokingly 

calls him Daddy-Long-Legs. She attends a “girls’ 

college” on the East Coast where she designs a 

rigorous reading program for herself and struggles 

to gain the basic cultural knowledge to which she, 

growing up in the bleak environment of the orphan 

asylum, was never exposed.

Through a series of letters and childlike like 

illustrations, Judy writes to “Daddy-Long-Legs 

about her educational, personal, and social growth 

and a relationship filled with affection and respect 

develops between them. At the end of the book, 

the identity of ‘Daddy-Long-Legs’ is revealed as 

‘Master Jervie,’ whom she had met and fallen in 

love with while she was still unaware that he was 

‘Daddy-Long-Legs.’

‘Daddy-Long-Legs’ is a sweet tale, not just of 

romance, but also how an orphan girl strives and 

blends in the normal world. Judy is a heroine who 

is admirable, witty and independent in her ways of 

thinking. Webster has created a timeless character 

with her fresh thoughts, witty writing and elaborate 

vocabulary making her likable even today. And her 

roots never interfered with her dreams, and she 

somehow made it an inspiration to aim higher. 

Dear Daddy-Long-Legs,

I hope you aren’t the Trustee who sat on the 
toad? It went off--I was told--with quite a pop, 

so probably it was a fatter Trustee

  

tHe reAdiNG LoUNGe

By  Marysreeja
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SMARTWATCHES: SHOULD YOU 
JUMP ON THAT BANDWAGON?

It seems that the smartwatch has really not made 
that much of an impact, with most of the population 
still clinging to their retro timepieces.

We’ve all seen mini computers posing as time 
pieces hang on wrists in several sci-fi and spy-fi 
films ever since the dawn of timepieces. Finally, 
technology has made it real.

What wowed us in fiction is now something you can 
actually buy and wear everyday.

The coming of the iphone changed life as we know 
it, inserting the smartphone into every facet of our 
everyday lives. The Apple Watch has launched, 
but it has been quiet so far. It seems that the 
smartwatch has really not made that much of an 
impact, with most of the population still clinging to 
their retro timepieces.

However, the question is, is it worth investing in a 
smartwatch?

THE PROS
Never Commit: With a plethora of watch faces 
to choose from, you can change what you look 
at anytime. Buying a normal watch means you 
commit to one look. With a smartwatch you choose 
your face according to your mood.

Focus: Smartphones can be a distracting affair. 
It’s easy to get sidetracked from your work mail 
into the blackhole of Facebook’s kitten videos or 
Buzzfeed’s viral madness. With your smartwatch 
and its small screen you have to focus on one 
notification at a time.

Activity Trackers: Smartwatches pair with your 
phone and send sensor data from their gyroscopes, 
health monitors and more. From simple things 
as keeping an eye on how much you walk and 
workout routines to advanced tracking like sleep 
and water intake. It’s a health band that’s a nice 
looking timepiece too.

THE CONS
A new screen: Smartwatches introduce a new 
screen into your life which can be insanely 
distracting, not only for you, but also the people 
you are sitting across. Not only that. To be clearly 
legible, a screen has to be of a certain size. While 
there are some clever ideas and some future 
concepts of cool wraparound watches, for now it’s 
slightly big bulky screens or health wearables with 
simple readouts.

Not needed: Smartwatches today are glorified 
notification relays and not smart enough to be 
useful, like a smartphone level useful.

Battery: It’s yet another device that runs on battery 
and needs to charge. Something most watches 
don’t need.

Now, let’s see what’s out there

From Apple’s Watch, Samsung’s S2 to the plethora 
of Android Wear based smartwatches, there’s 
quite a lot of contenders vying for your wrist. Here 
are some of the best out there, for both men and 
women.

teCH-WAtCH
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Apple Watch – Rs 30,000 / $440 onwards

As usual Apple wins big with fantastic design. The 
Apple Watch looks premium, with several styles to 
choose from. It’s small enough to look great on both 
a male and female wrist. And it’s got a plethora of 
sensors to do all the activity monitoring. Expensive 
though, and iOS only.

Moto 360 2nd Generation – Rs 19,999 /$295 
onwards

The watch that snapped attention of the world 
was not the Apple Watch, but Motorola’s beautiful 
circular Moto 360. The first generation had its 
share of problems, but the 2nd Generation looks 
beautiful. With a few amazing styles, the Moto 360 
looks great on the wrist, especially with leather 
bands.

Huawei Watch – Rs 25,000 /$368 onwards

The Chinese giant Huawei has stepped up its 
game with the opulent Huawei Watch, looking like 
a premium wristwatch with Swiss-like build and 
really smart internals. Just recently, they showed 
off the Jewel and Elegant variations. They’re 
smartwatches geared towards women, with the 
Jewel bringing the much needed bling thanks to 
Swarovski Crystals on the edges. The Elegant, 
on the other hand, has a rose gold plated body. If 
there was one Smartwatch you will fall for, it will be 
Huawei’s offerings.

Fossil Q – Rs. 20,000 /$294 onwards and Tag 
Heuer Connected – Rs 1,00,000 / $1470 onwards

Watchmakers Fossil and Tag Heuer too have their 
own smartwatch offerings, bringing their signature 
styles with the Fossil Q and the Tag Heuer Connected 
running Android Wear. The former collection is 
a beautiful set with metal and leather straps, 
featuring a simple dial. Tag Heuer Connected looks 
like a sleek watch, for those who like that look, but 
also want the utility of a smartwatch. The best part 
is that the Connected watch faces look real and 
go well with the rest of the product. Both offerings 
have all the activity trackers you would want from 
wearables today.

Samsung Gear S2 (and S2 Classic) –
Approximately Rs 20,000 /$294

The Tizen powered Gear S2 from Samsung adopts 
the same circular dial as the ones above. With the 
regular packing, there’s also a futuristic minimal 
watchface that’s trendy and very Swatch like. The 
S2 Classis is slightly old-school looking with a 
notched dial. The Tizen interface looks amazing 
with some really cool watch face designs and an 
interface that rivals iOS and Android Wear. It’s 
packed with sensors to monitor heart rates, and 
also water and caffeine intake. Plus, the S2 also 
gives youyou timely reminders.

teCH-WAtCH
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Asus Zenwatch 2 – Starts at Rs 11,999 /$177

Probably the most affordable premium Smartwatch 
out there. The Zenwatch 2 has a simple square, 
round-edged screen, available in two sizes. With 
all the functions you will want out of a smartwatch, it 
comes with a price that’s right. If it was any cheaper, 
you’d be deep into cheap Chinese knockoff brand 
territory.

Sony SmartWatch 3 – Rs 12,000 onwards /$177

If you want a fuss-free square dial, Sony has you 
covered with the SmartWatch 3. It’s got a big 
square screen and built-in Wi-Fi so you can use 
your watch independently from your phone. For 
style, there are several bands you can use to pop 
the core unit into. Plus, it’s quite affordable at this 
time.

Pebble Watch – Rs 8,990 onwards /$133

This small manufacturer had one of the first 
Smartwatches that were actually useful on the 
scene. With a very cool pixel-like interface, the 
Pebble comes in several shapes and sizes, 
materials and styles. Be warned, you will need to 
import the Pebble into the country.

Casio WSD F10 Smart Outdoor Watch – TBA

This year began with legendary watch maker 
Casio launching their very own Smartwatch. The 
Casio WSD F10 Smart Outdoor Watch sports 
Casio’s signature design, a bit on the large side, 
but it’s water resistant to up to 50m. It’s got military 
grade constructions and a dual layer display 
structure. It’s meant for rugged outdoor use with 
specs that include trackers for direction, altitude 
and atmospheric pressure, and the sunrise/sunset. 
There’s also a tide graph, an activity graph and the 
other usual activity tracking sensors when trekking, 
cycling and fishing. In addition, the watch will give 
you notifications these activities, like when to drink 
water or take a break.

Honorable mention: simple watch-like wearables

Apart from the several products out there, there 
are wearables that double as smartwatches, with 
simple displays that show text and small images on 
simple LCDs. Products like the Huawei Honor Band 
Z1 and Microsoft Band 2. The benefit: because of a 
simple display, you can get a lot more fashionable 
and slim wristbands that look great.

So, should you get that smartwatch?

To jump or not to jump, that is the question. To make 
that decision you will have to ask yourself if you 
need one, and which of its features will benefit your 
life. Sure, if any of the above smartwatches caught 
your eye, that’s a valid excuse to jump too. Waiting 
and watching is not bad an option either. We’ll wait 
to see how deep this smartwatch rabbit hole goes. 

Source: http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/

entertainment/smart-watches-should-you-jump-on-that-bandwagon/

article8174780.ece

teCH-WAtCH

By  Farhana
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“The charm of Kolkata is still alive”, says Sumit.

I kept looking for the dugout portion on the 
pavements, the naked wire, and the puddle of 
water.

There were none.Was Kolkata changing?

I was obsessed with the curved three-sided, 
interesting bow tie pasta-styled pavers on the 
sidewalks, in muted terracotta colours.

I had put in good 10+ miles each day, walking all 
over South Kolkata for 3 - 4 days obsessing on the 
pavements.

They were all neatly placed, from Ballygunge Park 
to Southern Avenue and then at Minto Park and 
Moira Street via Gurusaday Road.

I was skeptically encouraged with the metaphor of 
the pavements.

I used to live in Kolkata till 1990 and then moved 
to the US.

I get to go to India 3 - 4 times a year for the last 
20 years, but as an IT person, I have been limiting 
my visits to Bangalore, New Delhi, Chennai, and 
Mumbai. I did make the occasional couple of day 
trips to Kolkata, but had not immersed myself in the 
city, since a long time ago.

This October, armed with my octogenarian parents 
on wheelchairs, and with a lot of help from the highly 
efficient and friendly staff at Indigo Air, I landed at 
Kolkata to take in our building’s Pujo (the annual 
festival of West Bengal) and also experience 

Kolkata during the holidays.

Singhi Park, Ekdalia, Ballygunge Cultural Club, 
Tarun Sangha, Samaj Sebi, Old Ballygunge had 
showcased their idols with Ma Durga and her 
children, adorned in traditional or stylised finery 
and housed in beautiful makeshift structures, called 
pandals -- all of them were an absolute visual and 
experiential fiesta.

Come and see the riot of colours, the absolute 
fusion of devotion, piety, art, culture and absolute 
propriety of the large group of people visiting the 
pandals.

trAVeLoGUe

trAVeLLiNG doWN MeMorY LANe iN KoLKAtA

Every puja pandal I visited, goaded me to 
scream and tell the world -- forget about the 
carnivals in Rio De Janeiro and New Orleans; 
the Run of the Bulls in Pamplona, Spain; the 
March of the Dead in Mexico.
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trAVeLoGUe

It was my loss that I could not visit North Kolkata 
pujas, but Kolkata really laid out its nostalgic best 
during the Durga Pujas.

We did hear about the stampede at the Deshapriya 
Park. But I was lucky enough, thanks to some 
acquaintances and Arijit Dutta, owner of Priya 
Cinema, that we were given a grand view of 

Deshapriya Park’s Ma Durga’s sculpture, from the 
Priya Cinema balcony.

It was an absolute symbiosis of awe-inspiring size, 
earth tone colours, and beauty.

We often see the gigantic Shiva statues in 
Bangalore, Chennai, and Delhi, where it is really 
about the size, and the focus is on the height. The 
size literally dwarfs the beauty and aesthetics of 
the idol.

Not so with Deshapriya Park’s Thakur (Goddess 
Durga). It is an honest loss that a large cross-
section of the visitors were deprived of this object 
of beauty and reverence.

At Rio or at New Orleans, the carnivals see the joie 
de vivre limited to few cross-sections of the city 
and it always borders on risqué and hedonism.

Kolkata is unique, the entire city has a sense of 
devotion and calm in the morning and slowly the 
city warms up to an almost secular celebration 
of festivities, mainstream art appreciation and 
camaraderie, music and drama. It is really very 
unique to Kolkata.

The roads were clean, the ubiquitous blue and 
white iconic colours painted on the flyovers and 
bridges emblazoned the coming of age of Kolkata.

I fell in love with Kolkata again, while running through 
the well-manicured grounds of the Lake and the 
clean trash compactors of Southern Avenue. And 
I had lost my way near Purna Das Road, Southern 
Avenue and Hindustan Park.

While I shocked some of the restaurateurs by going 
in for dinner at 6 pm during the holidays, when they 
were seeing off some of their lunch customers, I 
was taken aback by the number of high-end 
restaurants, 13 Parbon, Sholo Ana Bangali, Bijoli 
Grill, Sudeepa’s Ranna Ghar, Kasturi, etc.

In the mornings, I often walked from Ballygunge 
Park to ISKON temple near Moira Street via 
Gurusaday Road and walked back, much to my 
parents utter chagrin, and the terracotta neatly 
placed pavers were my constant companions.

The roads were clean, the road cleaning crew 
were quite regular and weather had dialed in to 
showcase Kolkata at its best. 

I watched the highly hyped Raj Kahini, which did 
nothing for me, and I found it to be rather gratuitous. 
The plot was too simplistic and the acting was 
absolutely over the top.

But seeing Breitling, Kama, Michael Kors at a 
shining and gleaming Quest Mall was really surreal 
for me.
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The highlight of my shopping experience in Kolkata 
would be to go to the air-conditioned market at 
Theatre Road in the late 1980s, and we would drool 
over low-end goods from Singapore and Bangkok, 
and then seeing the high-end stores at a mall that 
could stand against the best in Singapore and New 
York, was still a little too much.

A nice, little too much.

And interspersed with all this, was the awe-
inspiring morning namaz, the very visible Muslim 
population.

The calm insouciance of different communities, 
going on with their daily chores and being a vibrant 
part of a city that was, and that in my opinion, is on 
the rise.

And there were those high-rises in New Town, 
though many of them seemed unoccupied.

But once we ventured beyond New Town, we very 

quickly encountered narrow roads and the lush 
green of Bengal’s countryside. The ambience was 
very ‘mophosil’, pastoral, and the inhabitants use 
‘khobordar’ almost as a salutation.

I did follow the maxim, Pujoy chai notun juto, but 
did not go to Bata; bought a nice pair of sandals for 
my cousin from Khadims.

I maneuvered through the stalls of Gariahat and 
bought a Modi jacket and Addi’s Panjabi for my 
Baba and Dada and then spent time looking 
through sheer art in silk and cotton saris and kept 
Whatsapping the shortlisted saris to my sister-in-
law.

If only we could get the New York hipsters to discover 
the sari and draw them into our handlooms.

Please refer here for the whole article -
http://www.rediff.com/getahead/report/travel-travelling-down-

memory-lane-in-kolkata/20160106.htm

trAVeLoGUe

By Sumit Ganguli



25

P u l s e  |  M a r c h  2 0 1 6

Ragunanthan Gopal  
“This organization empowered me to take my first step into 
this magnificent IT world and supported me by all means to 
build a strong technical career in this competitive IT industry. 
I got wonderful opportunities to work across various clients, 
new technologies and challenging business environments to 
showcase my capabilities and enabled me to win client’s trust 
and lasting relationships.”

Arockiya Jeya Sudhan T  
Wish you many more happy years at GAVS, Arockiya Jeya 
Sudhan T !

Happy Work Anniversary.

Suresh Ramachandran

Happy Work Anniversary, Suresh Ramachandran! Wish you many 
more happy years at GAVS!

Sivakumar Duraisamy
“For the past 8 years I worked in different projects and earned lots of 
friends in GAVS. Good working culture and environment. Moreover, 
it’s flexible for me to work in different shifts and it’s totally good work-
life balance.”

WorK ANNiVersAries

By Karkki Mathiyalaga
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MeLANGe

Art

By Sivabalan Madakkan

By Rakhi 
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MeLANGe

Free oNLiNe CoUrses

Open Online Courses 

Academic Earth (http://academicearth.org/) 

ALISON (https://alison.com/) 

Coursera (https://www.coursera.org/) 

EdX (https://www.edx.org/) 

FutureLearn (https://www.futurelearn.com/) 

Khan Academy (https://www.khanacademy.org/) 

NovoEd (https://novoed.com/) 

Open 2 Study (https://www.open2study.com/) 

Peer 2 Peer University (P2PU) (https://www.p2pu.
org/en/) 

Rwaq (https://www.rwaq.org/) 

Schoo (https://schoo.jp/guest) 

Udacity (https://www.udacity.com/) 

UniMOOC (http://unimooc.com/) 

Universarium (http://universarium.org/) 

Veduca (http://www.veduca.com.br/) 

xuetangx (https://www.xuetangx.com/)

Open Educational Resources

Duolingo (https://en.duolingo.com/) 

Google Cultural Institute (https://www.google.com/
culturalinstitute/home) 

Learning Communities 

Codecademy (https://www.codecademy.com/) 

Lynda (http://www.lynda.com/) 

Skillshare (https://www.skillshare.com/) 

Udemy (https://www.udemy.com/) 

Learning Management 

Degreed (https://degreed.com/)

Open Learning: 

MIT Open Courseware (http://ocw.mit.edu/index.
htm) 

Open Consortium (http://www.oeconsortium.org/
providers/) 

Open Learning Initiative - Carnegie Mellon (http://
oli.cmu.edu/) 

Open Learning Initiative - Harvard (https://www.
extension.harvard.edu/openlearning-initiative) 

Open Learning Initiative - Stanford (http://oli.
stanford.edu/) 

Open Yale (http://oyc.yale.edu/)

Here is a chain of sites offering free online courses that was sent by Deepes, it looks like he has been 
sharpening his IIM schooled brains  :-  Happy Learning!!!
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Rava Pongal

Ingredients:

1 cup of Rava

¾ cup of moong dhal

1 teaspoon of ginger (finely chopped)

1 teaspoon of pepper

¼ cup of Ghee (as per taste)

Hing (as per taste)

Salt (as per taste)

1 Onion

1 Tomato

Preparation:

Boil moong dal with 3 cups of water – for 7 to 8 whistles of the cooker.

Method:

Heat ghee in the pan; add finely chopped ginger, pepper, cumin seeds, curry leaves, onion and tomato.
Saute for a few seconds and simmer the flame.  Then, slowly add rava and stir it continuously.
After the rava gets cooked, add the moong dal and let it simmer with closed lid for about 5 minutes. Serve hot 
rava Pongal with coconut chutney or sambar.

MeLANGe

reCipe

Ragi Pakoda

Ingredients:

¼ kg of Ragi powder

2 Onions

3 Green Chilly

1 teaspoon of cumin seeds

Curry leaves

Salt (to taste)

Method:

Chop the onion, green chili and curry leaves together into small pieces.

Mix ragi, onion, green chili, cumin seeds, curry leaves and salt with water.  Note 
that the batter should not be watery.

Make small rolls from the batter and deep fry in oil until it turns golden brown.

Serve hot!

By  Sujee Kishore
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MeLANGe

MiNd-BeNder

Fill in the sentence below so that the first two words 
combine to make the third word. 

I _____so ____to his antics that I am no longer _____by 
then.
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The first five correct 
entries will earn

100 gpoints each!

MeLANGe

CrossWord pUZZLe oN riddLes

Top to Bottom:

2- What common English word has the 3 letter 
consecutive sequence ‘XOP’?  

5- What has no beginning, end or middle?  

7- I pass before the sun, yet make no shadow.  
What am I?  

9- What word contains all of the 26 English letters? 

Bottom to Top:

10- If life gets tough, what do you have that 
you can always count on?  

Across:

3- What liquid is represented by ‘hijklmno’?  

Right-to-Left:

4- What is it that when you take away the 
whole, you still have some left over?  

11- What is it that you have to keep after you 
have given it to someone else?  

13- What is often returned but never 
borrowed?  

By  Shalini

Left to Right:

1-What sweets do geologists like?  

6- A place where yesterday always follows today.  

8- No sooner spoken than broken.  What is it?  

12- What do you throw out when you want to use 
but take in when you don’t want to use?  

14 – What goes up when the rain comes down?  
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By Rajesh Krishnan
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