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In business, the battle for the consumer’s heart/
head and wallet is a tough war. Our economy 

is moving to being innovation based, continual 
innovation is identified as the sustainable 
differentiator. Given this hard need for innovation, 
one question that comes to my mind is, are we aiding 
the imaginative capacity enough to compete?

I have read that art enhances science quest; it allows 
us to develop the muscle required for discernment, 
and strengthens our ability to determine how we 
are going to tackle a given problem. For e.g., if you 
are drawing a silhouette, there is no particular way 
that should be followed to create the silhouette. 
There is no ‘should’ in ways of expressing art. It is 
that kind of unhindered freedom to express that 
is required for Innovation as well. Both are about 
mastering a discipline and exercising whole-brain 
thinking by imagining, experimenting, exploring, 
and synthesizing. Art has us exploring new areas, 
pushing boundaries, and lead us to take conceptual 
risks. It is proven that art sparks the cognitive ability 
to imagine, it unleashes creativity and innovation.

It is those innovative brains who are sensitive to 
the world, ask questions, and listen hard. I love 
the freedom they give themselves – they are free 
to fail, free to make brilliant discoveries, and also 
free enough to allow failure help them. Brilliant 
kinetics…just like how art works as well! To me, an 
artist and an innovator works in similar ways – by 
unlocking the unconscious imagination.

Here is a cool example of what I am talking about 
- Xerox’s interdisciplinary Palo Alto Research 
Center (PARC). The idea behind PARC is “if you put 
creative people in a hothouse setting, innovation 
will naturally emerge. PARC’s Artist-in-Residence 
Program (PAIR) brings artists who use new media 
to PARC and pairs them with researchers who 

often use the same media, though in different 
contexts. This is radically different from most 
corporate support of the arts, where there is little 
intersection between the disciplines. The result is 
both interesting art and new scientific innovations.”

Take the publishing industry, or the music industry. 
The printing and selling of books spelt a model 
ripe for disruption; book publishing operated on a 
very specific paradigm for the longest time up until 
digital content and relevant hardware was invented 
(eReaders, tabs, and so on). And subsequently 
the DIY – self-publishing and the chase for reader 
recommendations from evangelists. Similarly, 
today anyone can make an album, and it really 
depends on us to view it as a glass half empty, or 
half full – does this potentially flood the market 
with inferior product, or does it give more artists 
the opportunity to be discovered? Good or bad, 
technology provides a much needed escape from an 
archaic model for artists outside the mainstream.

“Everything you can imagine is real” said Pablo 
Picasso. Isn’t that a bold premise to work from? 
Bending the world to your vision, yes, “Art is a lie 
that makes us realize the truth”, as the innovator 
gets into the task of removing features and 
decluttering to reveal evolving unique insights…

I do not seek, I find

― Pablo Picasso“

“

By Bindu Vijayan

EDITOR’S NOTES 

On Art and Innovation



4

P u l s e  |  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 5

Dear Readers,

From this edition onwards, we have two new sections keeping your 
family in mind.  We hope you are able to share our magazine with your 
family as well; they are as much a part of the GAVS family, as you are, 
and we look forward to having them participate – if they would like to 
share their art, short-story, blogs, etc. – we would love to publish them.

Farhana Iffath Ikram would be doing a section called ‘tech-watch’, and 
she will bring you the latest on technological inventions/improvements/
upgrades, new gadgets, and so on.  

Mary Sreeja Venkateshwaran has started ‘The Reading Lounge’ where 
she discusses some of her favorite books, classics this time.  For those 
of you who are voracious readers, write back to us about your views on 
the books, or, about the books you recommend, and, share and spread 
your passion for reading.  Sreeja looks forward to be able to read your 
recommendations, and start an interesting discussion.

Our ‘Art’ section would be called ‘Melange’, and it would have interesting 
feed-ins from various fields – it would continue to have a lot of art as art 
seems to run in our GAVSian veins, recipes, restaurant recommendations, 
and so on. For this edition, we have Anitha Sampathkumar who has 
shared an easy-to-do recipe. Try it, and write back to us if you like it!

We reiterate, please have your family participate, we look forward to 
publish their contributions to Pulse.

Regards,
PULSE Team

 Finally, before we wrap up, here is some cool news for all you readers – going 
forward, our ‘Five Questions’ section would feature a family member of a 
GAVSian. So, if you are interested in having a member of your family featured, 
please write to us at marketing@gavstech.com

PULSE UPDATES 
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GAVS participated in the NJ chapter of HIMSS conference
GAVS participated in NJ HIMSS, the 8th Annual Conference at Casino Atlantic City, New Jersey on 
Oct 28 - Oct 30, 2015.

GAVS at Gartner Sourcing & Strategic Vendor Relationship Summit
The Summit created good interest among the Analysts and the Sourcing community.  We showcased our 
predictive operational intelligence platform GAVel which was well received at the event. GAVS was a Silver 
Sponsor at the Gartner Sourcing and Strategic Vendor Relationships Summit, held from Nov 3rd – 5th,  
2015 at Grapevine, Texas. We had an overwhelming response from the attendees for GAVel, our predictive 
platform for IT Operations Analytics (ITOA), with enquiries from Analysts, Sourcing, and Procurement 
Managers.

Sumit shared the podium with Gartner and shared the vision of GAVS and GAVel at the Summit Solution 
Snapshot Session. The video of this session is available on Yammer – 

https://www.yammer.com/gavsin.com/graph/351561209870590

You can also view it on GAVS’ YouTube page www.youtube.com/gavstech

GAVS UPDATES 
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GAVS UPDATES 

GAVS at Gartner Sourcing & Strategic Vendor Relationship Summit
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When we talk of innovation and creativity from the 
perspective of business analysis, few things come 
into my mind which I feel are must for developing 
these capabilities in any BA. Following are the six 
areas of “stretch” for BAs in the coming years.

1. Shift focus from “functionalities” to “capabilities” 
– This might be the core theme, but it’s clear we 
can do a better job of moving past the project level 
of the enterprise, and to the realm and mindset 
of organizational units needing specific business 
capabilities. Make that our first and only home.

2. Think first, and always, “Rules” and “Process” – 
This is a bit of a “no dude” idea for many BAs who 
do this almost as second nature, but there are now 
real standards for defining and communicating 
rules and process (this XML-like stuff), and amazing 
tools for managing both those areas that we need 
to become familiar and comfortable with.

3. Get agile – in two senses. One - literally make 
creating more agile organizations that can respond 
quickly to changing dynamics your highest priority 
and two - make getting comfortable with working 
in an “Agile” context a priority as well.

4. Be leaders in Enterprise Architecture – There 
was a lot of discussion and workshops, and a 
forthcoming IIBA handbook on EA, and it’s clear that 
BAs in the coming years who design and analyze at 
the level of the enterprise, will be positioned for 
success. So get yourself experienced in EA.

5. Get trained, get certified – IIBA has two 
certifications available now, and there are really 
great training companies out there offering courses, 
webinars, and degrees in business analysis.

6. Collaborate and mentor – Several workshops 
touched on the mutual values of mentoring 
and being mentored, as well the advantages of 
creating BA Centers of Excellence (BA-COE’s) within 
organizations.

Taking inspiration from Steve Jobs and the ancient 
Greeks, I think those six leading edges of our trade 
and chosen profession boil down to this one Greek 
concept: Arete. The Greeks idealized balance, 
harmony, beauty, and virtue. And all of those 
concepts sort of roll up into the notion of Arete, 
which is usually translated “excellence” or “virtue”. 
Today, in our technology context, we might be more 
likely to use a word like “innovate” which comes 
from the Latin root; in— ”into” and novus— ”new”. 
Into the new. The excellent use of technology, the 
virtuous uses of our inventions and innovations, is 

Innovation and Creativity: Future of Business Analysis

BLOG CORNER

And the future of the BA landscape looks like….



8

P u l s e  |  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 5

also what sets us apart and make us more human. 
Though not alone in this idea, Steve Jobs perhaps 
best personified this and implemented it in the 
form of a company and products. He liked to refer 
to the intersection of science and engineering with 
the liberal arts and humanities. Isn’t that the space 
we BAs inhabit every day as well? The intersection 
of people and products. The intersection of 
stakeholders and their often competing interests. 
The intersection of business values, features, 
needs, time limits, budgets, scope. We speak geek 
but we also write poetry and prose. We document 
and analyze, but we also converse, question, and 
elicit. We really get to work all sides of our mind, 
which is what I probably value most about this line 
of work we call Business Analysis.

So what is our BA Arete, our virtue, our 
excellence?

I don’t think it’s business or analysis per se, though 
of course we aim to support the business and we 
do analysis. In the end, I think it’s about our ability 
to model that Greek ideal of balancing competing 
forces, and aiming for harmony and beauty in our 
work; in short, it’s simply being creative.

Things like:

  

What can BAs be in the future?

We can be many things, and we may not necessarily 
be called “analysts” either. We could land up in a 
job called “Senior Emerging Technology Specialist” 
or, we might become a “Portable CEO”, or we could 
move into the product development realm, and be 
an idea-orator and facilitator – leading client teams 
through brainstorming and ideating exercises so 
they can imagine, or reimagine, products that align 
with their company vision and strategy.

Whole lot of opportunities lie in front of BA, who 
can be innovative and imaginative enough to do 
what we did yesterday, in a better and efficient way 
to give it all together a new look.

Reference: www.bridging-the-gap.com

Not relying on templates from our past 
requirements projects to kickoff our new ones.

Putting business value ahead of documents 
and deliverables.

Valuing visualization over documentation, 
trusting good maps and diagrams to do our 
heavy lifting. Never forgetting the power of 
simplicity in design.

Trusting rapid prototyping and experimentation 
over long-term and upfront planning.

AND, choosing the right hybrid of 
methodologies when one size doesn’t fit all. 
And does it ever, really?

Being disciplined. Saying “no”, but offering a 
“yes” that nobody ever considered, because 
their frame of reference was too narrow.

Leveraging the new tools for harvesting 
business rules and managing business process.

Innovation and Creativity: Future of Business Analysis

By Abhinav

BLOG CORNER
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More often, we tend to fight the ego clash and 
burn bridges within the team. There are split 
teams, abrupt releases from projects, immediate 
terminations and yes, resignations just because of 
the “Clash of the clans” within the team. A million 
dollar question – why? Is that the only way to tackle 
a situation? Are you aware of a nice term that is 
assertive enough, it is “Assertive Communication” 
lets poke our nose today with assertive caps.

Let’s define it the right way first, Assertiveness 
has nothing to do with being respectful or running 
around the bush to be soft enough, it is just about 
being clear with communication and give a strong 
statement. It is picking up and standing on their 
thoughts without being aggressive and rude – as 
simple as that.

The confident say “I” unlike those who say 
“We” 

Being assertive is taking ownership – saying “I” 
following the intended expression. Express the 
fact, say this is what I feel or I felt, and stay on 
par without forcing that opinion on others. Give 
a strong reason behind why you feel so, give clear 
pointers when you talk that let others think about 
the possibility. Propose your inclinations about the 
next few steps or the future anticipation and how 
your inputs would help achieving the same.

What is not being “Assertive?” 

    “Emotional talk – is not assertive”

Yes, don’t let emotions take over the talk, it is 
more of a passive talking. This is not encouraged 
in general, and especially in business-related talks.

    “Posing a blame – is not assertive” 

More often, we tend to blame someone else which 
never falls under being assertive, however you 
manage it to be.

    “Self-ornamental – is not assertive” 

There is an acute difference between “I feel” and 
“Only I feel”, adding an ornament for figuring out 
the issue or for posing a thought that didn’t strike 
any in the crew, if this has an emphasis, it is declared 
being aggressive.

So what is being assertive? 

    “Being honest – is assertive”

Yes, it is being bluntly honest agreeing and making 
room for others to understand what you actually 
know and given that, these are your thoughts on 
it. Prefixing the word “Honestly” would also help 
in case you feel misled or internal politics playing a 
game in it.

    “Being empathetic – is assertive” 

One great portion of assertive communication is 
expressing empathy. It is no rocket science, just 
put yourself in the shoes of the person or business 
in which the topic swirls. “If am in that position...” 
is all it takes to wear the empathy cap and give a 
solution.

Being bluntly aggressive, passive, and all that you 
should not and expressing sorry will never work 
in a business environment. It is important to 
understand how vital it is to be assertive – as those 
whom you deal with are from varied environment, 
age, gender, or experience for that matter.

Practice being assertive.

Why Burn the Bridge – Stay Assertive

By 
Kavipriya Moorthy

BLOG CORNER
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Hey all, It’s been a long time that I have blogged. 
I honestly apologize if you were curiously looking 
for testing articles to read and later realized that 
I did not post any new articles and otherwise as 
well ;). I always wanted to write about testing, but 
something kept bragging me. Maybe, it’s because 
of my way of thinking style. Yes, I love to write/
share about testing only if I learn something new, 
useful, and interesting (at least to me) at work. 
Indeed, I do read a lot from my testing mentors and 
other bloggers as well. So, with no more excuses, I 
wanted to share an important testing lesson that I 
have learnt yesterday. With no delay, let me share 
my challenging testing experience.

What is the testing challenge? 

As a team, we had a testing challenge to identify a 
FREE tool in 60 minutes. The tool needs to mirror 
Android and iOS devices over web and can view 
from any geographical location.

Let the Games Begin:

Everyone was asked to go back to our seat locations 
and the game started. All the team members 
initially thought it is really easy to identify the tool 
at the very first moment. Later during the course 
of identifying the app, we found that it is taking 
more time and effort. Is this an easy challenge? No 
:( What’s next?

Gone in 60 minutes:

Yes, the time came to an end after a rigorous 
60-minute search to exhibit individual’s test 
analysis report to the team. The outcome was 
really fascinating. Team projected several tools’ 
name which can mirror your Android devices to PC 
like MirrorOp Sender, Chromecast app, Mirror Beta 
app, Mirroring360, Mobizen and other iOS tools 
such as Reflector, Airserver, X-Mirage, iDisplay, 
iTools, etc. However, the drawback was most of 
the tool is not free and if its free, it had its own 
limitations of installing and using it only for 7 days 
or the installation was not successful. Tools like 
Airplay works perfectly fine when all devices were 
connected on the same network over same WiFi. 
Not all tools but most of the tools did not work up 
to the testing challenge. Someone from the team 
shouted –“Look here, I can view my mobile in my 
PC and I can control my device via PC too. Hurray!”

I embrace Mobizen and iTools for mobile testing

BLOG CORNER

Other guy bumped along sending e-mails to 
his testing communities in other states and 
countries to seek help.

Another colleague shouted “hey you - Google 
my friend, here I come” :). She started to surf 
over internet to look for free tools.

A newbie who just joined said - OK, so 
everyone at least started to do something, 
let me observe what each one is trying to do. 
:)

Someone from our team started to phone 
a friend who works in Mobile team from 
another company to ask for help
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Purpose Resolved:

The end result of the research and analysis of 
identifying a tool which could support our need is 
really fruitful. Yes, Mobizen for Android and iTools 
for iOS is an easy-to-install tool. We should install 
the apps in the device and PC respectively to use it, 
That’s All Folks!

Lessons Learnt:

To Conclude:

There are lots of articles already available to 
demonstrate how to install and use the mirroring 
applications. Thus, I have not provided any 
installation guide. I have suggested Mobizen for 
Android devices and iTools for iOS 8.1 and above 
devices which is very easy to install and also have 
provided the benefits of such mirroring applications. 
Please write to me for any queries. Thank you.
sivakumar.mathivanan@gavstech.com

BLOG CORNER

The purpose of this challenge is to help our 
clients view our mobile device screen onto 
his PC from any geographical location. In 
simple words, if you had used join.me and 
enjoyed the screen sharing from your PC, 
then you would definitely feel it similar when 
you start using Mobizen for Android devices 
and iTools for iOS 8.1 and above devices - it’s 
so easy to install and use.

If we want to reproduce a bug from 
a mobile device and showcase it to 
a product owner who don’t have an 
handy mobile device but can access a 
web url from PC, we can use these apps.

If we want to showcase “User Acceptance 
Testing” of a particular functional module 
over web, which details how to do UAT from 
a user perspective, we can use these apps.

If we found an intermittent defect and if the 
developer is really curious to know more about 
it, inform him and have him view it from his 
desk for quite some time and try reproducing.

If we want to demo the latest build version of 
new feature implementations to your clients 
after QA-Sign Off, we can use these apps.

Mobizen for Android works in a way 
where we can control our device from our 
personal computer (PC). For example, I 
switched on “flashlight” of the Mobizen-
connected mobile device from my PC. The 
real HTC Android mobile device was with 
my colleague who was 50 meters apart and 
got surprised. He never knew I was about to 
switch flashlight ON. :)

By 
Sivakumar Mathivanan
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Over the years of working with the FileNet 
platform, the time-saving technology, I thought 
of sharing the benefits here.  The IBM FileNet P8 
Platform enables enterprise solutions by providing 
a breadth and depth of core functionality. FileNet 
Content Manager provides content, security, and 
storage. FileNet Business Process Manager supplies 
workflows, decision making, and productivity. 
These two core solutions facilitate resolving 
critical organization needs and optimizing business 
outcomes. 

FileNet P8 helps organizations optimize processes, 
shorten production times, and improve productivity 
and accuracy. It includes process design and 
simulation tools, electronic forms, application 
development frameworks, and monitoring and 
reporting tools. It also includes user interface 
designed for the business user. FileNet Content 
Manager also supports collaboration, and widgets, 
integration with Microsoft® Office 2007 and more. 

The P8 Platform also supports rapid application 
development, leveraging Web 2.0 technology 
in user-oriented application environments. This 
accelerates creation and deployment of case-
based applications across the enterprise. FileNet 
comes with pre-wired ECM Widgets in a Web 2.0 
Mashup-based framework that accelerates creating 
solutions. 

Content

FileNet Content Manager controls and manages all 
forms of content. It includes document versioning, 

content security, and life-cycle management. 
These key features enable content anywhere, so 
that corporations can access that same content 
from within customized and industry-standard 
applications. 

Process 

FileNet P8 activates content by making it a participant 
in business activities. Active content means that 
actions that are associated with content can trigger 
predefined actions and enable automation. The 
P8 Platform contains processes modeling tools, 
case-type workflows, and supporting non-standard 
processes. Monitoring tools give insight into a work 
in progress, giving transparency to key business 
matrix. Modeling and analytics capabilities support 
effective process design before implementation 
and process improvement after deployment.

IBM FileNet Platform core components

Content Engine: 

Provides the core content management capability, 
including versioning, security, and life-cycle 
management 

Process Engine: 

Provides the core workflow capability (business 
process management) including modeling, 
electronic forms, and monitoring tools

Workplace/Workplace XT: 

Provides user interface to access content and 
process engines

BLOG CORNER

By 
Shajahan A

FileNet P8 Platform 
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Talented, passionate, unyielding, smart, athletic, 
inspiring, positive, caring, funny, determined, 
persistent, steadfast - that’s Deepes for you..

‘Amore, Malleable and Ductile’                                        
is Deepes in three words

A mallu to the core with roots in the granary of 
Palakkad, Kerala. Husband to a beautiful wife Reji 
and father of twins Prithvi and Pranav who are 7. 
Based in Colorado near the beautiful city of Boulder 
from May’13. 

Started his career at Fenny-land Goa with Goa 
Shipyard building ships for Indian Navy and later 
moved into retail to Aapnu Amdavad with Indian 
Oil Corporation. He used that background in Energy 
industry for his next role with Genpact supporting 
GE Energy Strategic Marketing team at India’s Silicon 
Valley. Utilizing the exposure in analytics, he then 
moved to Oracle Retail and managed the offshore 
projects delivery for its suite of optimization 
products while it was the first time they were 
executing projects end to end from offshore. Shores 
of Marina beckoned in Sep’10 with GAVS and it has 
been a merry time for Deepes from then on.

Secret of Success

“Till I win a Lotto, it would be Roti-Kapada-Makaan. 
Jokes apart, its people who keep me going 
– watching them do something special 
and being a part of interacting-molding-
mentoring-assisting-grooming them is 
what has my adrenalin flowing.” To him, 
a booster dose is hearing from a customer 
about how their contribution has helped, 
an innovative approach that has driven 
improvements-efficiencies. 

Idea of Innovation

“Believe me, I have found that the best 
solutions and innovative ideas come 
from unexpected corners. I have realized 
that though experience helps, it is one’s 
appetite to reinvent-learn; which is the 
key to stay alive in this fast-changing 
tumultuous IT world.”

Outside work is always about being connected – 
with family, friends, and WhatsApp

Learnings from the past

Armored with bookish knowledge and wanting 
to make an impact in the shipyard shop floor, his 
first job was an eye opener which was a humbling 
experience for him. That grounding experience 
is something he still carries with him – “one can 
learn from anyone”. His second job was all about 
relationships amongst the dealers of Gujarat - the 
time when he first realized the strength of trust. 

COFFEE WITH DEEPES DASAN
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for J&K and the ones in the east. While abroad, he 
has been to the Middle East, 14/50 states in the 
US, and Nepal. His dream trip includes three tours 
– Antarctica, Europe, and Alaska. He could spend 
days in a museum and watch for hours any sport 
or game. Lately, he hopes to get back to his first 
passion – books.

Five Quick Facts

 A dream: Retirement at 50

 An unforgettable moment: My SSB Selection

 Favorite food: Anything that is on its way to         
             my mouth

 Favorite movie: Shawshank Redemption

 Favorite sport: Everything but golf

Message for GAVSians

He wishes to quote from two different generations 
that he has come across recently which hold good 
even today: 

Henry Ford who brought out a disruption, “If I had 
asked the public what they wanted, they would 
have said a faster horse!”

“The greatest danger for most of us is not 
that our aim is too high and we miss it, but 
that it is too low and we reach it” (Credited to 
Michelangelo).

“Wishing you all a joyous holiday season and a 
great new year ahead!” - Deepes

Association with GE 
had him start giving 
attention to details. 
He describes the 
experience as preparing 
for days to build a deck 
to establish a hypothesis 
of 50 slides and waiting 
it to be one bullet in the 
final growth playbook. 
Amidst the plethora of black belts, every miss was 
an opportunity to improve. Oracle exposed him to 
a team of pedigree – Harvards and IITians and top-
of-the-line customers like Walmart but at the end 
of the day, each penny spent had to be manifested 
into a dollar.

Mantra in life – “Success consists of simply 
getting up one more time than you fall”

Motivation

A lot of things – selflessness, teamwork, an 
innovative solution, a happy customer, a deal win, 
being a change agent, a spark in someone’s eyes, 
accolades, pat in the back, competition, a good 
book, a quote,  – everything has its moments

The role model

Though many people had impressed him with their 
qualities, the person who stands out in his mind is 
his sister’s mother-in-law. He says, “I have never 
seen anyone who had found inner peace, seeing 
only the good in others, having warmth for everyone 
and a passion to share and learn continuing till her 
last days”.  He does reach out to his friends in times 
of need.

“Hope is something I’d never give up in life”

What interests Deepes?

He is a foodie always open to explore the realm of 
food. He loves to travel and explore new places. 
He has seen some part of all states in India except 

COFFEE WITH DEEPES DASAN

By 
Shalini Milcah
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“A man of Calm is like a shady tree. People who 
need shelter come to it” – Toba Beta

A gentle smile, serene and soft spoken, a person 
with an innate calmness. Sincere, dedicated, God 
fearing, and humble. A great team player and 
mentor.

Yes, it is none other than our Uvitha from the IHS-
EWE Team. She had joined GAVS as a fresher and 
has been with GAVS for more than 10 years. Please 
find below her soft yet strong and clear replies for 
our 5 questions.

1. What is your 
favorite memory?

It is holding my 
daughter in my hand 
for the very first time. 
I love kids, it was a 
like a great wish, a 
boon, a dream come 
true when the doctor 
placed her in my 
hand.

2. What story does your family always tell about 
you?

A responsible and dutiful daughter (Smiles shyly). A 
hardworking and God-fearing child.

3. If you got into an elevator where everyone was 
facing the back, what would you do?

I would try to get out of the elevator that minute 
itself (She confessed she has a phobia for closed 
places).

4. What is innovation according to you?

Think and Implement new ideas. Going an extra 
mile to make something special happen in any 
work we do.

Example is improving the look and feel of a browse 
button when we are asked to design a small screen. 

Innovation according to me gives us a competitive 
advantage and makes us stand apart.

5. Is innovation necessary? How do you think 
innovation would help an organization grow?

Yes, absolutely. There were only 150 employees 
when I joined GAVS, according to me, it is innovation 
in every way that has made GAVS successful in all 
aspects. Innovation is happening in GAVS.

One example is the ‘Quality Fest’ conducted by the 
quality team. It was a successful idea, it was full 
of fun, learning and bringing people together. It is 
Innovation that would take GAVS to the next level.

About Uvitha:
Uvitha was born in Ozhur (Near Arcot). It was 
her granny who named her Uvitha, which means 
‘Universe’. She did her schooling in Sindhi Model 
Senior Secondary School, Chennai. Though she 
wanted to become a chemist, she chose engineering 
as per her father’s wish. She completed her BE in 
ECE in 2005 with distinction. She then Joined GAVS 
as a software trainee in 2005 and has been with 
GAVS till now. She is now a Lead Associate and has 
been a great mentor to the 2014 Fresher’sbatch 
(She has received the Best Mentor award for 2014 
batch). She is married and has a daughter whom 
she adores.

We wish you Uvitha, a great and successful journey 
with GAVS for years to come.

By 
Susanne Roseline Mary

FIVE QUESTIONS WITH UVITHA
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By 
Karkki M

Mr. Prakash Sundaram - 9 years

“It’s been a wonderful experience working for almost 9 years with GAVS. I 
would like to say that GAVS is my second home as I spend 75% of my time in 
GAVS and 25% at home, just for sleeping. I enjoy each and every day at GAVS 
as everyone here are very friendly, and I love it when few call me ‘Chithappa’, 
‘uncle’, and ‘daddy’. I enjoy the work I do which is my secret for being happy all 
the time. I like being with GAVS and I will give my best in all that I do. Finally, I 
am proud to say that “I AM GAVS”. Thank you!”

Wish you many more happy years at GAVS, Prakash!! 

WORK ANNIVERSARIES

“GAVS is a place to grow yourself, a place with great attitude and values. It 
provides great opportunities to showcase our talent.”

Wish you many more happy years at GAVS, Thirukumaran!

Mr. Thirukumaran Mangaleswaran - 13 years

Mr. Balamurugan Rajamanickam - 7 Years

Happy Anniversary, Balamurugan!  

Wish you many more happy years at GAVS!
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Definitely that was not the sentiment running on 
my mind when I boarded the train to Bangalore to 
start our so-called ‘relaxed’ trip to Chikmagalur on 
a beautiful August night, with a group of friends 
(including my husband…who never disclosed the 
tour itinerary till the trip end). We stayed at a place 
called the Rest Inn and the rooms cost from Rs 1000 
- 2000 per day. The rooms were decent with hot 
water facility and complimentary breakfast. There 
were a lot of restaurants in the vicinity but we dined 
at Eats of Arab, a multi-cuisine restaurant that had 
Arabian delicacies and desserts. There were also a 
lot of other good hotels nearby like Maharaja Multi-
cuisine, The Grand Krishna, etc. Chikmagalur means 
‘the young daughter’ is a beautiful hill-station 
with awe-inspiring viewpoints, lush greenery, 
coffee museums and temples & monuments with 
timeless architectural beauty. Well with all the 
mystery about the itinerary, I was looking forward 
to a lazy, leisurely and a relaxed three-day holiday 
which would refresh and rejuvenate me from the 
monotony of office and house-hold duties.

But never did I imagine that this TRAVEL had so 
many other surprises in store for me.

We reached the Bangalore train station by 6 in 
the morning and took a train to Birur station. Our 
hired car took us from Birurto the excellent view 
of Kalhatti Falls – a beautifully cascading waterfall. 
The waterfall is believed to have healing properties, 
and has a temple dedicated to Lord Shiva close 

by. We trekked up the mountain to find a smaller 
waterfall alcove that was not populated. Time just 
flew as we splashed around in the cold water, we 
stayed much longer than planned, taking in the 
beauty.

From Kalhatti Falls, our destination for the day 
was to the winding roads of Kemmannugundi to 
Z Point, Rose Garden, and Shanthi Falls. A scenic 
drive paced with small road bends, daisy farms 
with bright yellow flowers, trotting brown ponies 
and flocks of sheep. The path became denser and 
narroweras we neared the Shanthi Falls, and we 
picked up the tantalizing sound of the water falling. 
Suraj, our Chauffeur – a very informative and sweet 
guy informed us that we will have to walk the 
distance to the falls and beyond, to Z Point. 

Armed with jerkins, salt and matches (to battle 
leeches), and shampooed legs (to ward off leeches), 
we started the ‘small trek’. It was a hard trek and I 
was panting and gasping for air when we arrived at 
Z Point… Looking about, I gasped with the beauty 
around me…lush green grass, small shrubs, and 
small white and gold flowers everywhere. After 
many selfies and groupies, we returned to our 
rooms in Chikmagalur and amidst Volini sprays and 
Iodex balms and Kannada channels, we fell asleep.

The next day, we started out to Mullayangiri – 
the largest peak in Karnataka. Alongside coffee 
plantation and winding roads, we did a 30-minute 

MULLAYANGIRI

TRAVELOGUE

To move, to breathe, to fly, to float, To gain all while you give,
To roam the roads of lands remote, To travel is to live…
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drive to the base-camp from where we would be 
trekking upwards. ‘Trekking’, in my dictionary, was 
walking from one place to another place, laughing 
and relaxing at various viewpoints, but the trek 
to Mullayangiri rewrote my personal definition of 
the word…It was steep uphill paths, rocks jutting 
out, and speckled with shrubs, sun blazing on your 
back and lot of colorful, dubious-looking insects 
everywhere.

My legs started trembling with pain, calf muscles 
were stinging and you are allowed only three sips 
of water. 15 minutes into the trek, I had decided 
I cannot continue. But when there is no way out, 
you must find a way up… This trek is not for leisure 
for sure! We trekked up to nearly 500 meters to 
the Mullayan temple which was at the peak. But 
what followed was something I have not even 
dared to dream… It was around 12 pm and after 
the short reprieve in the Mullayan peak temple, we 
started our way downhill. Said to be a shorter walk 
as we had to just go downhill the mountain but 
on a different path. The downhill path was more 
treacherous, bit on the dangerous side but equally 

breathtaking. The path was not a flat one-way path. 
It was a scenery smorgasbord - rock structures and 
slippery paths. We saw a lot of Kurinji plants - a 
flower that blooms once in 12 years!

Nature’s silence was new to me – only the swishing 
and whooshing sounds around us wove a thread of 
tranquility around me, and a beautiful peacefulness 
engulfed me.

It was a beautiful place to just sit and do nothing 
and look around, and to get lost in the vastness. In 
another time drop, I was in the mist...yes practically 
standing in the mist. It was the best ever experience 
that I had... small droplets of water rivulets was 
lashing and on my body – it was a curious prickling 
sensation that gave me goosebumps and for some 
time, I was gasping for breath.

It was that “a moment feeling” that made me so 
fresh and looking for more from the trip. 

 “Why do you go away? So that you can come 
back. 

So that you can see the place and people you 
came from with new eyes and extra colors. 

Coming back to where you started is not the 
same as never leaving.”

P.S. - Chikmalagur is famous for its coffee. Make a 
visit to Panduranga Coffee House in MG Road for 
fresh coffee at a wholesale price . 

TRAVELOGUE

By 
Guest writer 

Mary Sreeja V
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For those still on the lookout for the perfect camera, here’s the next article in the series ‘Which is the one 
for me?’ If you’re a keen photographer or professional, you might want to look beyond traditional digital SLR 
(D-SLR) cameras and consider the new breed of mirrorless compact system cameras. Convenient to carry 
around with lots of easy-to-use controls, a good mirrorless camera takes amazing photos while being fast 
and reliable. Besides the basic lens kit it comes with, it also has a great selection of lenses if you ever want 
to upgrade. Here are my mirrorless camera recommendations, right from entry-level models to ones aimed 
at luring potential DSLR buyers.

Sony Alpha A6000 (Best for beginners)

A versatile mirrorless camera featuring a 24.3 megapixel sensor, the Sony Alpha A6000 can shoot full HD 
movies and performs really well in low light too. The A6000 can continuously shoot up to 11 frames per 
second, and has one of the quickest and best autofocusing systems that uses both phase and contrast-
detection methods.

Pros: 24 megapixel APS-C sensor, fast and continuous autofocus for stills and videos, USB charging, Wi-Fi and 
NFC.

Cons: No touchscreen, no in-body image stabilisation, sluggish start-up.

TECH-WATCH

LOOKING FOR A MIRRORLESS CAMERA?
Source: http://www.thehindu.com/features/metroplus/looking-for-a-mirrorless-camera/article7743256.ece
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Fujifilm X-T10 (Best for enthusiasts)

The X-T10 has sleek, retro styling, features a 16.3 mega pixel sensor, versatile autofocus modes, and a high-
resolution electronic viewfinder. It’s capable of up to eight frames per second, continuous shooting and gives 
full HD 1080p video recording.

Pros: Excellent image quality, great battery life, Wi-Fi and film simulation modes.

Cons: Average video quality, no touchscreen.

Panasonic Lumix GH4 (Best for video)

If you’re looking to make movies on a budget, the GH4 is an amazing buy. It’s a great hybrid camera for 
both professional photo and video use. Not only can it record 4k video internally to a sufficiently fast SD 
memory card, it’s also great for stills with tonnes of customisable controls, fully-articulating touchscreen, 
high-resolution electronic view finder, 12 frames per second continuous shooting and quick autofocus even 
in very low light.

Pros: Pro-level video options, controls and displays, 4K Video recorded internally, fully-articulated touchscreen, 
Wi-Fi and NFC.

Cons: No built-in stabilisation, average high ISO performance, slow tracking focus.

Sony A7R Mark II (Best for professionals)

The mirrorless camera that’s making professionals give up their DSLRs, the Sony A7R Mk II doesn’t compromise 
on anything. It’s the most complete hybrid still-cum-video camera to date, with the amazing 4K detail of 
the Panasonic GH4, the low-light performance of a full-frame sensor and a five-axis image stabilisation that 
works with any lens.

Pros: Fantastic 42 megapixel images, 4K Video, 5-axis image stabilisation, Wi-Fi, USB charging and good ISO 
images.

Cons: Bad battery life, confusing menu system, screen not fully-articulated or touch-sensitive.

With only one more article featuring DSLRs left in this series, I’m sure the more experienced photographers 
among you will be ready to choose a camera to suit your needs. But remember, what counts is what you do 
with the camera you have, not just which camera you buy.

TECH-WATCH

By
Farhana Iffath Ikram
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It all started with a 
ghost story. It was a 
rumor that buzzed our 
school for generations 
- that our school library 
was haunted, there 
was a faceless girl 
ghost running around. 
This reached my ears 
when I was in Grade VI, and I really wanted to see 
a ghost—a real one! So, I ventured to the school 
library for the first time and got a library card. 

I never saw the faceless girl running around the 
library till I left school,  but I became enslaved by 
the books - their musty smell, crisp papers, thick 
binding, and I became acquainted with investigating 
teenage trios, to the complex philosophies of life.  

This was how my journey with books started, 
and the journey continues... And I hope at some 
moment of time, every one of us would have fallen 
under the spell of books.

This Reading Lounge is a place where you can 
continue your book quest or start one, or actually 
reinvent one... I hope this is fun as well as a learning 
ride that you would all enjoy.

The Fountain Head – A book ahead of its time

Written in 1943 by Ayn Rand, this book deals with 
the epic clash of Altruism vs. Individualism within 
a man’s soul. The book traverses through multiple 
POVs, exploring the answer to various complex and 
the less-discussed concepts of “THE SELF”. Unlike 
other books that takes you on a soul-searching 
mode, “The Fountain Head” dwells on the need for 
the self-sufficient drive to pursue a creative vision, 
independent of others’ needs or opinions.

The story’s protagonist, Howard Roark – a young 
innovative architect faces obscurity of the society 
rather than compromising his creative vision and 
personal elation in creating things he loves. The 
book addresses one of the most vital questions of all 
time - What motivates a creative thinker? A selfless 
desire to benefit mankind? A hunger for fame, 
fortune, and accolades? Or is it a self-sufficient 
drive to pursue a creative vision, independent of 
others’ needs or opinions?

Ayn Rand addresses these questions through her 
portrayal of Howard Roark, an innovative architect 
who struggles for the integrity of his creative 
work against every form of social opposition. The 
infamous “Courtroom speech” by the hero will 
question the basic foundations of what we have 
learned so far. The constant battle of self-survival 
with self-sacrifice is given a new dimension 
where the readers are taken further on from the 
superfluous views that we are familiar with. The 
book revels in the uniqueness of man, the need 
to be egoistic and the success of creativity, it just 
will not only touch but hold on to your heart and 
thoughts for a long time. 

THE READING LOUNGE
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The Lady, Or theTiger - A new twist to an old tale

A much-anthologized short story written by Frank 
R. Stockton where the readers are given the choice 
of deciding the end of the story. 

The story takes place in a fictional country ruled by 
a semi-barbaric king who has a beautiful daughter. 
The king builds a public arena where guilt and 
innocence is decided by fate. The accused person 
is given a chance to open one of the two doors in 
the arena, one door holds a beautiful lady whereas 
the other door holds a fierce, hungry tiger. If he 
chooses the door with the lady behind it, he is 
innocent and must immediately marry the woman, 
but if he chooses the door with the tiger behind it, 
he is deemed guilty and is immediately devoured 
by the tiger.

The beautiful princess has a lover who is lower in 
status and the king throws him in gallows awaiting 
his trail in the arena. Through intrigue and influence, 
the princess finds out which door conceals the tiger 
and the lady. On the trail day, when the accused 
lover bows before the royalty, the princess signals 
the right hand sending him to the lady or the tiger? 
This forms the pivotal climax where the reader is 
made to decide the choice of the princess. The 
author pens down the conflicting emotions of the 
woman – the fierce love she hoards for the man 
but also the semi-barbaric streak inherited from 

her family. Is her love powerful enough to send 
him to the marriage to another lady or will her 
possessiveness fuel her to send him to the cruel 
death by the tiger?

 “And so I leave it with all of you: Which came out of 
the opened door – the lady, or the tiger?”

Read eBooks on the mobile

eBooks have changed the way that books are 
read. Various apps, either free or paid had 
made the uploading and reading of ebooks 
much easier. 

• FBReader – A stand-alone reader with all 
the comfy features - basic theming options 
for pages (sepia and wood), night screen 
reading, bookmarks, and PDF plugin. Main 
eBook formats supported are ePub,Kindle 
azw3 (mobipocket), fb2 (.zip), RTF, doc, 
html, plain text.

• Google Play books – Enables you to 
choose from millions of books on Google 
Play, including new releases, bestsellers, 
textbooks, and free classics. Easily-
adjustable font size and the real book 
experience is a value add. Read online or 
offline and pick up where you left off on 
your phone, tablet, or computer.

Few websites to download free eBooks – 

Project Gutenberg - https://www.gutenberg.
org/

Free Tech books - http://www.freetechbooks.
com/

THE READING LOUNGE

By 
Guest writer 

Mary Sreeja V
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By Rakhi

MELANGE
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Besan (Chickpea flour) Masala Bread Toast:
There are enough recipes available with bread 
as the basic ingredient. Go for this Besan Masala 
bread toast as it is one simple yet yummy and a 
healthy breakfast recipe which can be made with 
the basic ingredients in no time. I prefer making 
this often for this is a low-cal one and this can be 
made as per your taste by picking the ingredients 
you prefer!!! But of course, you cannot ignore the 
bread and the besan which are the basics 

Ingredients: (serves 2)

• Bread – 6 slices (preferably Sweet bread)

• Besan – 4 tablespoons (Ready-made Bajji mix can also be used – same quantity)

• Turmeric powder – 1 pinch

• Chilli powder – 1 teaspoon

• Garam masala – A pinch (Optional)

• Onions – 1 finely chopped

• Tomatoes (medium sized) – ½ finely chopped

• Coriander leaves – 10-12 leaves finely chopped

• Curry leaves – 10-12 leaves finely chopped

• Hing (Asafoetida) – A pinch

• Salt – As required

• Water – 75 ml

• Oil/Butter – As required to toast the bread

Directions for preparation:

• In a bowl, add all the ingredients and mix it in the consistency of idly batter. It should neither be thick like 
bajji batter nor flowy like dosa (rice pancake) batter. Mix it with your hand to get a lump-free batter. Add 
water little by little to get the right consistency

• Heat the frying pan

• Take the bread slice by slice and spread the batter on both the sides and place them on the frying pan

MELANGE
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MELANGE

• Add necessary oil to toast the bread on both sides

• Serve it hot with tomato ketchup or spicy mint chutney

• The low-cal breakfast, also a healthy snack is now ready!!

Tips for making:

• This recipe can be made with the available ingredients in less than 10 mins

• You have to eat them hot or else the besan will start smelling, so serve them immediately

• Chat masala can be added in addition to the above said ingredients

• Tomatoes have to be very finely chopped, otherwise they will stick out while toasting the bread

• Do not mash the tomatoes while mixing the batter or they will become mushy while toasting

• Cut the bread slices into half while in tawa itself 

• Apply only a thin layer of batter over the bread or the besan will remain uncooked

• If you prefer using bajji mix which is readily available, watch out for the salt and spice since the ready-
made mixes have both spice and salt already added

• Never try to dunk the bread in the batter as the bread will become squelchy and you will spoil the whole 
show!

• Using butter instead of oil to toast the bread will make the toast super rich and further more yummm…

• If you prefer the snack to be spicier, then add a pinch of pepper powder to spice it up

By Anitha
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Bindu Vijayan

POET’S CORNER

Picking Diamonds

I was picking diamonds from the heavens
When my hair got tangled with the stars in the breeze
Fireflies reached up in glee too, their soft glow dancing

Singing our mirth awash with moon-paint, I smiled

Then the night tugged gently, pulling away the sky
For the dawn to stroll in, with her show-stopper colors
The diamonds in my hands were spilling their brilliance
Reaching down to earth, to jewel my silent hopes

I learned to fly with the winds on rapture 
Their swoosh, music to my hopes on wish-pegs
They warm themselves in the summer-sun promises
Waiting to burst alive on my future rainbows  

Some nomads we pick treasures from the future
The skies and nature our only witness
We walk with them prized in our hunting bags
Carrying hope in its precious revered status…
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By Rakhi
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